Department Scholars – Pilot Program

Request for Proposals

Some of the students who attend Mansfield and subsequently transfer to other institutions come to the University with substantially better high school GPA’s than their peers. This suggests that we may not be providing an optimal environment for high ability students.  If accurate, this undermines not only our persistence and graduation rates, but the intellectual climate on campus as well. A demonstrated mechanism for fostering student engagement, particularly among high-ability students, is to provide avenues for students to become involved in the scholarly work of one or more faculty mentors. To provide such a mechanism, a pilot program, funded by the Strategic Budget Initiative has been implemented.  This program, the Departmental Scholars Program, provides funding for “department scholars” to be paid 5-hours per week in order to serve as assistants to faculty members who are conducting discipline-appropriate scholarly work. The students will be paid $8.00 per hour.
Preference will be given to second and third-year students, with better-than-average academic records, to give first-year students an aspirational goal and increase the likelihood that such a position would affect retention. These will be awarded on a competitive proposal basis, to broadly seed the campus with visible examples of student engagement in intellectually stimulating work. 

Request for Proposal:  These awards are intended to provide the student and the participating faculty member an opportunity to carry out a joint research activity as a not-for-credit internal practicum.  An abstract of the work to be performed by the student needs to be written in addition to a brief, concise and complete description of the scholar-intern work.  A copy of the class/work schedule for the student will need to be submitted as well, with the 5-hour per week times indicated.  Funds are to be used only for student stipends.  The work is to be accomplished during the spring 2009 semester, up to April 24, 2009.  In addition to the work involved, the student is required to present the results of their work at the Celebration of Scholarship on April 15, 2009 (Please contact Dr. Scott Davis for more information about this requirement).  
A one-page faculty vita of relevant research, grants, or experiences is required along with a current student vita or resume that includes academic performance and relevant coursework. These should be attached to the application. 

Applications for research involving the use of human or animal subjects must include approval from the relevant MU review board (IRB and IACUC, respectively) before funding can be distributed.
Complete applications are to be submitted to Dr. Scott A. Davis, Interim Assistant Provost, 504 North Hall, by 4 PM, Friday, January 23, 2009.  Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. Decisions will be made upon the merit of the application and the availability of funds no later than Wednesday, January 28, 2009.  
Application for 

Mansfield University Department Scholar Grants

Faculty Name:







Campus Address:
Department:







Phone: 

Student Name: 







Student email:
Title of Project: 

Application checklist

____  Description of activity 

____  C.V. for faculty member 

____  C.V. for student 

____  I understand that late applications will not be considered

Please initial _____(faculty)
____  I understand that a presentation

 at the Celebration of Scholarship is required. 


Please initial _____(student)
Abstract: (limit to 5 sentences)

Description of Student Work: (limit to 1 additional page at Arial 10 font)
