Blogs as Course Portfolios and Communication Tools
A blog is a website where entries are posted in chronological order.  They can provide links to course content, PowerPoint files, homework assignments, course documents, announcements, samples of excellent student work and other information.  Building a course blog this semester can save you hours of work every time you teach that course.  I believe that my blogs are a very convenient way to record the history of lectures and assignments in a course.  Once in place, many of the entries can be left the same from semester to semester.  They provide a permanent download location where students can access your PowerPoint files, handouts, syllabus and other course documents.  With minor modifications you can reuse many of the posts next semester and student documents that can be downloaded from the blog are already in place.  

Blogs also are a convenient way to share you course materials and teaching approaches with potential students, other faculty, administrators and accreditation teams.  I like building blogs for my courses because I enjoy creating content for the web but more importantly because they help me organize my teaching.
Blogs are very easily to create and manage using Google’s Blogger website.  You can also create a blog on the “Announcements” page of a Blackboard website or you can build a blog from scratch just as you would build a website.  How or where you build it is not nearly as important as how you use it.
Hobart King, Geography & Geology, Mansfield University      Visit my course blogs at www.geologyeducation.com
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Environmental Geology is an intraductory course that investigates the relationship between society and the
earth. There are three broad areas of study. 1) geologic hazards such as flooding, earthquakes, and landslides;
2) geologic resources such as metals, stone and water, and, 3) environmental challenges such as waste
disposal and ground water contamination. The Landsat image above illusirates an area northwest of Casa
Grande, Arizona. You can tlearly see howthe land is used for a variety of mining, agricuture, commerce and
recteational purposes. Nots that there is very ltle vegstation outside of the cultivated areas. This region receives
very it rainfall and water for crops must be obtained by drilling wells to tap a deep ground watsr resource. In
this area ground water is being withdrawn at a faster rate than it is being replaced and such rapid use can not
be sustained. (mage from NASH)
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‘The first Environmental Geology Exam will be on Thursday,
Septerber 22nd. This exam will cover the following topics: 1)
Introguction to Natural Hazards; 2) Huricane Kairina and Storm
Surge; 3) Landsides; and 4) Subsidence. Be prepared to solve a
problem thatis similar to your Hazard City assignment and be
sure thatyou are prepared for guestions from the tedbook and
website reading assignments. Don't forget that Nathan Bames is
available for Free Tutaring.

Landslides Around Mansfi

| access which were not igentiied.

| promised to post some information on local landslides

The firstis a landslide inventory map from PGS Environmental
Geolagy Report 8. Nate how most af the slides are found along
highways. Thers ars probably many more slides away from easy

The second is  short news article aboutthe slide near the Route
15 Visiars Center.

Yourfirst Hazard City assignment is the Landslide Hazard
Assessment To eam credityou must 1) do the version assigned

below, 2) print and complets the workshest, and, 3) hand it in at
the beginning of class on Tuesday, September 20th
Assignments must be handed in atthat time. Late assignments
orthose handed in out side of class will not earm credi

* Section 1 (3:30 PM) - VERSION 1
* Section 2 (5:30 PM) - VERSION 2

Image from NOAA

Surge Resources.

Hers are some optional and recommended resources for
Hurricane Katrina and storm surge.

© Storm Surge - arlcle at Geology.com (recommended)
 PreiPost Katrina Sateliite Images - (optional)





[image: image3.png]Assiment #7: Tioga River

Discharge Measurement

Estimate Tioga River Discharge

Frepare a stream discharge estimate using data thatyou
collected from the Tioga River and processed using Excel. Before
You hanc-in your estimate, check itwith the discharge reported at
the Tioga River at Mansfield gaging station.

 Tioga River Gaging Station
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Assiment #6: Learn About Gaging Stations and Hydrographs

Gaging Stations and Hydrographs

Leam more about gaging stations and hydrographs by using the
links below.

* Gaging Station Article
© Hydrograph Article

Assiment #5: Current Met

er Self Study

Current Meter Orientation

Lear how to operate the current meter hefore you are standing
inthe Tioga River. Ifyou need more practice that was possible in
tlass you can 9o 10 the North Hal Library and use the current
meter on reserve atthe main desk. Check outthe instructions,
the wading rod and the meter. Use the information in the link
below to get started.

Current Meter Orientation
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Wellhead Protection Problem

“The community of Clarksdale needs awater well and sewage
disposalfaciliies. You job is to find safe locations to locats these
within the Clinton Township Boundary. You have lots of data. Put
ittogether and make a decision.

Clarksdale Well Head Protection

Flow System Boundary, :

Extentof Fiow sy >

Read About Wellhead Protection
Strategies

Fublic and privats water supply wells can be contaminated by a
variety of sources. A wellhead protection plan defines the area

that must be monitored or regulated in an sffotto preservs the
water supply.

Well Head Protection Strategies
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The Velocity of Ground Water Flow

Henri Darcy discovered the most important method for
determining the rate of ground water flow in the 1850's_ftis &
mathematical relationship between gradient, permeabilty and
porosity. Later discoveries by ofher scientists applied Darcy's law
to problems in petroleurn geolagy and contaminant transport

Solutions to your sample problems: #1, #2





