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Why?  We all want our students to be able to apply the concepts presented in our 
                 
    courses, right?  We want them to be able to demonstrate that they both 
  
   
    understand the concepts and can use them to analyze what they encounter


    in their world, whether in the workplace, in popular culture, in the newspaper,


    in their relationships, or in problem-solving.

What? This final involves showing students a film during the last week of class and 
 
   having students respond to it during the final exam period by writing one-
 
 
   paragraph answers in response to questions involving major concepts covered in 
 
   the class.  I have discovered that my students in WS 1100 actually looked 
 
 
   forward to taking their final once they had viewed the film and taken notes on it.  
   
   Doing so reveals to them just how much their view of the world has changed and                          
   how much they have learned in the course.

Here’s how it works:

1) I announce at the beginning of the course that there will be three exams and one final and that the final exam will be comprehensive.  The first three are a mix of objective questions and short essay.  The final exam will consist of mini-essay


  questions in which they will apply what they have learned.

2) In the second to the last week of class I tell them the title of the film they are going to view during the last week of classes and I suggest that they begin reviewing their notes, their written assignments, and their reading to prepare for watching the film, since their final will be based on it.  I explain that it’s important that they be able to recognize in the film the issues and concepts that they have studied. 

3)  During the last week of classes I show the film.  I choose a fairly recent film—from the last three or four years.  I have used this type of final twice in Introduction to Women’s Studies, and the first time I used Real Women Have Curves (the story of a young Hispanic-American woman trying to balance her own desire for an education with her family’s and culture’s wishes for her).  The second time I used Bend It Like Beckham (another multi-cultural film, showing the struggles of a young Indian-English girl whose desire to play professional soccer runs counter to family and cultural expectations).  I tell the students that they will be expected to support and illustrate their points with specific examples from the film.  The students take notes during the film and are told that they may bring them to the final exam.

4) The day of the final exam I give them essay questions to answer in as much depth and detail as possible.  They are encouraged to use the best examples they can remember.  It is very important to create essay questions that call on students to both apply concepts and analyze how the examples they use illustrate the concepts and issues they have studied.  Therefore, the questions are usually accompanied by follow-up questions.

Drawbacks:  An essay final takes longer to grade than the so-called “objective” final; however, the advantages really outweigh this drawback.  Also, some students would rather not have to write.  I give them several assignments during the semester that require writing, as well as some short answer/mini-essay questions on each of the earlier exams to get them used to the idea of processing and exhibiting knowledge via writing.

Example: Below are the questions that I asked students to respond to for Bend It Like Beckham.  The first time I used this final exam approach I didn’t break the final into specific questions.  I simply asked them to write about how the film demonstrated the issues and concepts they had learned about in the course.  Unfortunately, some of the students had difficulty focusing their answer, so I decided in the future to give them more direction.  The results the second time were much better.
Sample Questions for Bend It Like Beckham:
1) What concerns about beauty/physical appearance affect Jess when it comes to playing soccer?  Would a guy have had the same concerns that she has?  Explain.


2)  Why are Jules’s and Jess’s mothers so dead set against their daughters playing 

     soccer?  Why is it easier for their fathers to accept and encourage their 
 
 
     playing?


3)  Write about the similarities and the differences in the way Jess’s and Jules’s 

     families “do gender.”   How do you account for the differences? 


4)  How does this film touch on the concepts of heteronormativity and 
 
 
     compulsory heterosexuality?

Questions?  If you decide you would like to try using this type of final and later think of questions you would like to ask of someone who has used it before, contact me at:
Belknap Hall 207C, 662-4583 (my English office), OR

Pinecrest Manor 103, 662-4641 (my Women’s Studies office)
