Highlighting  Women's  Issues

Mansfield University Women's Studies Program Newsletter 
         Vol. 16 No. 1 Spring 2009
Review of “March on Milwaukee: Putting History into Play”, by Abbigail Glen


“March on Milwaukee: Putting History into Play” took place in Straughn Auditorium on 7:00 p.m. on September 17, 2008. Dr. Margaret Rozga, widow of Father James E. Groppi, who was the leader of the 1967 Fair Housing marches in Milwaukee, was the speaker for the evening. Members of M.U.’s American Choral Directors Association opened the event by singing freedom songs. Dr. Rozga then gave the audience of students, faculty, and community members some background history about the black housing crisis in Milwaukee and the events leading up to the actual marches.  Then a group of M.U. volunteers, including President Loeschke, performed a stage reading of the opening scenes of Dr. Rozga’s play, “March on Milwaukee.”[image: image16.png]




The audience seemed to be very interested in the topic. I was too, especially since I had no previous knowledge about the marches in Milwaukee until I was asked by Dr. Lynn Pifer to play the part of Vel Phillips, the first African American and first woman elected to the Milwaukee Common Council. Playing Mrs. Phillips was exciting, but it made me really nervous because she was such a strong, determined, and dedicated woman who fought very hard to get a fair housing ordinance passed in Milwaukee. I tried to play her character as I felt she as a person was in reality and I did so to the best of my abilities.


Dr. Rozga gave a very informative presentation about the marches in Milwaukee. Overall, the lecture went extremely well in my opinion and there was a decent turnout of people. I really enjoyed playing the part of Mrs. Phillips and am glad that I was offered the opportunity to directly participate in an event like this. I would highly recommend that the university host more activities that focus on historical events like the Civil Rights Movement.
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Dr. Margaret Rozga
Professor of English

Waukesha University, WI
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M.U. Women to Attend Faculty Writing Retreat

by Lynn Pifer

Four M.U. faculty members have been accepted to participate at the PASSHE Faculty Weekend Writing Retreat this summer at Toftrees Golf Resort and Conference Center in State College, PA. Funding for the retreat comes from the State System’s Frederick Douglass Collaborative, which is dedicated to promoting diversity and academic excellence. 

The purpose of the Faculty Writing Retreat is to provide a dedicated block of time for participants, who are women or are from an underrepresented ethnic or racial group, to advance a scholarly project intended for presentation or publication. The Retreat will take place July 30 – August 2, and participants will receive daily writing support and attend professional development workshops by accomplished professionals.  
Congratulations to Dr. Andrea Harris, English and Modern Languages, Dr. Adriane McEvoy, Philosophy, Dr. Christine Moulton, Music, and Dr. Denise Seigart, Robert Packer Health Science, who have all been accepted to participant in the Faculty Writing Retreat. 
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Pennsylvania 
Governor’s Conference for Women

by Connie Jordan

My time in Pittsburg at the Pennsylvania Governers Conference for Women was an opportunity to experience a city, make new connections, freely explore with fellow female students, and most importantly learn about alternative topics, which I would not have otherwise been exposed to during my daily studies at Mansfield.

            The conference gave my peers and me the information we needed to make steps to further our careers as college students, as well as our future careers.  It also helped us to see how we can make changes in society and to live a more peaceful, healthier, and happier life.

            I returned from the conference feeling closer to the professional world and the women who help to run it.  It also left me with a better understanding of my peers and what we can do in the future to help our society, whether it is on a larger level or whether it is on a personal level within a small community like Mansfield.
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Sisters and Madams: Heroes of the 1878 Yellow Fever Epidemic                                                                                                   by Jael Greene

Since March is Women’s History Month, the Women’s Studies Department hosted a guest speaker on Wednesday, March 11 in 307 Alumni. The speaker was Dr. Jeanette Keith, a History professor from Bloomsburg University. A brief history of Dr. Keith was given by Dr. Shawndra Holderby, including the fact that she was the first woman hired to teach History at Bloomsburg in 1989. At Bloomsburg she teaches American History, her focus being the United States’ South.
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Dr. Keith came to Mansfield to talk about the Yellow Fever Epidemic that hit Memphis, Tennessee in 1878. The focus of her lecture was on nurses, nuns, and prostitutes, the underlying message being on heroism, gender, and social roles. 

The lecture drew a large group of students along with faculty members showed up to listen to the lecture. After everyone filled the room and refreshments from Night and Day had been distributed to the audience, Dr. Holderby stood up to introduce the speaker. Dr. Keith opened her lecture with a picture of Elmwood Cemetery located in Memphis, Tennessee and gave the explanation that even though the cemetery looked similar to that of a park, underneath were mass graves that had been dug during the 1878 Yellow Fever Epidemic that were filled with a little over 5,000 people that had died during the epidemic. 
Dr. Keith spoke about the epidemic, starting with what Yellow Fever was and how it became an epidemic. She then went on to give the history of the epidemic, including the abandonment of the city, how volunteers kept the city from being destroyed, and how the newspapers wrote about the epidemic, describing scenes of horror.

Finally Dr. Keith moved onto the women of the epidemic and how they became the heroes of Memphis. She described nurses such as Kezia DePelchin, a fifty year old veteran nurse from Houston who volunteered and went to Memphis to help take care of the sick. Then Dr. Keith talked about the Protestant nuns, mainly Sister Constance who wrote notes about the epidemic that gave an insight to what the epidemic was like. Then Dr. Keith spoke of Annie Cook a daughter of German immigrants who ran one of the most successful brothels in Memphis. Cook kicked out all of the prostitutes that lived and worked in her house and turned it into a successful hospital. Annie Cook and Sister Constance both contracted Yellow Fever and died from it. 

Dr. Keith closed her lecture with telling about John McLeod Keating’s toast at a ‘victory’ celebration that the men of Memphis held for themselves. The toast was simple and it was toasted to in complete silence, “To the women nurses of Memphis.”
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Nuns during the Yellow Fever Epidemic
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Being a History major and a Women Studies Minor, I found this lecture to be very interesting. I had never heard about the Yellow Fever epidemic until I heard this talk. I didn’t even know what exactly yellow fever was, I just knew that it was a disease. I learned a lot from this lecture about yellow fever and the roles of women during this epidemic. I was impressed by the research that Dr. Keith had put into this lecture. I really liked the personal stories that she had found through her research. I was also very impressed with how Dr. Keith talked to the audience and tried to keep them engaged. I really enjoyed this talk and I am happy to say that I learned about different things that I had no previous knowledge on. 
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Struggles of North African Women
by Angel Wilson

I am currently taking ENG 3305: Literature from Africa with Dr. Linda Rashidi; in this course, we have the opportunity to be introduced to authors that we possibly would not have known about otherwise. During the course, I have come to the realization that we women in America have it better than we are aware. We have just finished discussing in class the Algerian author Assia Djebar, whose father was determined that she be educated even against her mother’s wishes. In Algeria, very few women are equally educated, and because Djebar is educated, this creates a bigger ordeal for her than if she wasn’t educated. 

She is stuck between the world of men and the world of women, a full member of neither. On the other hand, she has the ability to let the world know exactly what it is that women suffer through on a daily basis. The rural Berber women, who live high in the mountain range, are a little equal to men, but those in the cities are not. Although the urbanites are adult women with careers, they still live by a curfew unless in the company of a man. In America, we women think that it would be absurd to be told that once it hits a certain time of night we have to be home or in the company of a man. Of course, we also don’t put up with abuse like we used to. 

In Assia Djebar’s book, So Vast the Prison, her character is beaten by her husband for having feelings for another man. The husband states that she is lucky that you can’t stone persons to death anymore, because he would be well within his right to do so.  Another point shown in this book is that if a divorce is granted, done usually only by the man, the man is the one that gets the rights to the children. Once divorce is final, the woman no longer has any rights to the child. This is because the woman is the property of the man and the children born by that woman are his as well. For me this is difficult to wrap my head around because of all the rights and privileges that I have in America, but my reality isn’t their reality. 
The Berber women’s fight for freedom is far from over, but they are strong women who know what to fight for.



Summer 2008 
Women’s Studies Courses

Summer Session IA & IB
COM-3309 Gay and Lesbian Film Images 
Online, Dr. Chuck Hoy
Based on the concepts and constructs of Queer Theory, this course looks at the relationships of the electronic media of film to minority sexual communities with a focus on gays and lesbians.  Through on-line lecture notes, discussions, and viewing of select films students explore minority sexual images, specifically concentrating on gays and lesbians, in both mainstream and independent films. Minority sexual audiences are viewed within the cultural context in which these media images developed and would eventually flourish.  Working under the constructionists concepts of Queer Theory, that minority sexual cultures only begin to flourish after World War II, this course concentrates on minority sexualities, films and culture of the post World War II period to the present with a historical look at the period prior to World War II. 
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Gay and Lesbian


HST-3296/5533 European Witches & Mad Women 
Online, Shawndra Holderby
This course explores the experiences of women who dared to resist the expected role of women in medieval and early modern Europe.  We will explore the witch trials as well as the experiences of mystics such as Margery Kempe and Julian of Norwich.  We will study the experiences of religious women who worked within and without the boundaries of the Catholic and newly formed Protestant religions. Some women, who failed to conform were labeled as mad, we will also explore their treatment in a world where women's roles were defined by society, the church and a anti-female culture.

WS-1100  Introduction to Women’s Studies
Online, Dr. Shawn Holderby

Cross-disciplinary and cross-cultural examination of the ways that language, images, and socialization have constructed women’s roles.  Examines contemporary women’s issues (work and family, sexuality, violence against women), as well as the women’s movement.  Emphasis is on students (both female and male) working to discover the impact of these roles and issues in their own lives as well as in the larger world.  
Summer Session II
Psy-4422 Psychology of Women 
Online, Dr. Margaret Launius
Designed to introduce students to the myriad factors influencing the development of girls and women in a variety of cultures and societies.  Areas covered include feminist scholarship and research; gender socialization, women’s biology and health; sexuality, relationships and family, work, career, and power issues. Prerequisite: PSY 1101.  

Fall 2008 Women’s Studies Courses
ENG-3326 Women’s Literature:
MWF 1:30 – 2:20, Andrea Harris
A study of literature by and about women it its Coursery, cultural, and social contexts. May be topical, thematic, or period-based. May include such authors as Austen, Bronte, Chopin, Woolf, Emecheta, Morrison, and Tan.

[image: image3.wmf]

A study of literatu


ENG-3320 Women of Wonder: Woman in Science Fiction

W 6:15-9PM, Dr. Bruce Barton

Through literature and film, the course will examine the roles of women in the science fiction genre, both as subjects and as writers. This course will feature authors such as Octavia Butler (Dawn) and Sheri Tepper (Grass).
WS-1100 Introduction to Women’s Studies.  
T-Th 1-2:15 or 2:30 – 3:45 
Dr. Judith Sornberger
A cross-disciplinary examination of the ways that language, images, and socialization have constructed women’s roles.  Examines contemporary women’s issues (work and family, sexuality, violence against women) as well as the women’s movement.  Emphasis is on students (both female and male) working to discover the impact of these roles and issues in their own lives as well as in the larger world.
Women’s Studies Minor

Mansfield's Women's Studies Program cultivates an interdisciplinary program of study related to women's studies and issues. It guides the development of the 18 hour academic minor in Women's Studies (see Program) and offers many extracurricular activities.  Mansfield University offers individual Women's Studies courses and an 18 hour academic minor in area of studies.  The Women's Studies minor is interdisciplinary and fulfills the Mansfield University's academic minor requirement for students pursuing B.A. degrees. Women's Studies courses focus on and analyze women's experiences, emphasize a collaborative relationship between instructors and students, and encourage students to connect issues raised in the classroom to their own lives.


If you are interested in learning more about the remarkable history of women, become a women’s studies minor. 
For more information contact our director, Dr. Shawndra Holderby: 214 Pinecrest Manor, x4664, sholderb@mansfield.edu


Women’s Studies Minor: 18 s.h.
PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

WS 1100 Introduction to Women’s Studies:



3


Choose one Humanities course:
3

ENG 3326
Women’s Literature

ENG 3328
Lesbian and Gay Literature

HST 2210
American Women’s History

HST 3313
European Women’s History

HST 3325
History of Witches

MU 2205
Women in Music

Choose one Social Sciences course:
  3
COM 3334
Gender and Communication

NUR 4402
Women’s Health Issues

PSY 4422
Psychology of Women

Choose two electives (6 s.h.) from the courses listed below, any of the 

courses listed above, and/or courses cross-listed with Women’s Studies:          6

ENG 2220*
Special Topics in Literature

ENG 3305*
Comparative Literature

ENG 3307*
Literature in English from around the World

ENG 3320*
Special Topics in Literature

ENG 4401*
Seminar in Literary Studies

HST 3294*
Topics in American History

HST 3295*
Topics in Global History 

HST 3296*
Topics in European History

*available when these courses are offered with Women’s Studies content

WS 4410  Seminar in Women’s Studies  3



     __________________Total
 18

  Celebrate Women’s History Month


        Did you know?			





      The first woman 			The first African American woman


to run for president was 		 to win a Nobel Prize for literature


    Victoria Woodhull 		             was Toni Morrison 


             in 1871.			 	            in 1993.





Dr. Jeanette Keith


Bloomsburg University


Bloomsburg, PA





Celebrate Women’s History Month Did you know?


Harvard’s first 


woman president 


in almost 400 years


was Drew Gilpin 


Faust in 2007





Celebrate Women’s History Month Did you know?





The first woman to swim across the English Channel was Gertrude Ederle in 1926





Celebrate Women’s History Month Did you know?





The inventor of synthetic fibers, Stephanie Kwolek’s research led to the development of Kevlar in 1965.





Celebrate Women’s History Month Did you know?





Celebrating Women’s History became an official celebration


 in 1987.
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