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Student Government Association’s
Committee on Finance

Meeting Minutes
March 5, 2015
I. Call to order
a. 11:30 am
II. Approval of Minutes

a. none
III. Attendance Report
a. Absent- John Burton, Jarell Gibbs, Andee Dunham, and Dr. McEvoy
IV. Committee Reports 

a. Audit- no report
b. Inventory- no report

c. Non-allocated- $46,068.15

d. COF Capital- $14,512

V. Old Business
a. There are sheets of paper with the clubs that we are hearing today. Some we have not heard at all, and some are appealing the budgets that we approved for them.

b. We will probably have an online vote for the requests that we would have normally heard today.

VI. New Business

a. Computer Science Club Appeal

i. Budget was submitted late

ii. Officers were not able to submit the budget on D2L, and by the time we figured it out, it was too late.

iii. Want to do more for Mansfield University as a whole

iv. 4 guest speakers over two semesters open to students, faculty, staff, and members of the community

1. Ex) Security of a personal computer

v. 2 trips- tech week in NYC and computer science conference

vi. 3-D printer

1. A lot of different fields are using it- open to all students on campus to get experience

vii. Occulus Rip

viii. Computer Science Outreach Nights

1. Recruitment night- people from other majors and other fields to increase membership

ix. Questions

1. Why would we fund you if you have survived without any funding?

a. In the past, there was a focus on community. We are trying to branch out to things that affect the entire campus. We have submitted a reallocation. We want to expand out scope.

2. When you realized you couldn’t submit anything, what did you do?

a. E-mailed COF with the budget and made many calls to try to get things fixed.

3. How many people per trip?

a. Ten for one and 12 for another- tech week is not the preferred 

4. Where would you store the expensive items?

a. In the advisor’s office

5. What is your total membership?

a. Around 25

b. Psychology Research Club

i. The main reason for not being heard was a lack of constitution.
1. It was submitted two weeks ago and it has been resubmitted

ii. We want to send students to a conference to present their research

iii. The Psychology Club is going to the same conference next year. The main difference is that the Psych Research Club will need hotel rooms because we don’t yet know which days we will be presenting.

iv. When you submitted the Constitution to Joe, did you not submit the constitution with the budget?

1. We did not submit the constitution with the budget.
v. What is your research based on?

1. It’s based outside the classroom setting. They need a place to discuss things or form a group.

vi. The Club was approved on the premise that it was entirely different from the Psychology Club, the only difference being that you are staying over?

1. We have programming, we just do not need funding for the programming that we have.

2. The Psychology Club does not want to conduct research.

3. It’s like an offshoot of Psychology Club. Psychology Club refused to have a research aspect.

vii. If you submit the research, do you have a guaranteed spot to present at the conference?
1. They will accept or reject you based on your research. If you are accepted, they pick a day for you to present.

c. Dance Team

i. The budget was rejected because the Dance Team is exclusive.

ii. The constitution has been changed in order to avoid that. “If someone does not reach a score of 35 or higher, they can still be on the team, but they cannot be a dancer.”

iii. Is that the version on D2L

1. Yes.

iv. Two students approached student life because they were barred from the organization and that they could not be members. That implies that the organization is still closed.

1. The constitution was just changed in the spring. 

v. How can you still be a member if you are not allowed to dance?

1. You are still a part of the team. You can critique us and help us run the soundboard.

2. We had a girl this year who was handicapped and literally could not dance. We just put her on the sidelines and let her critique or run the soundboard.
vi. How many girls do you have that don’t dance?

1. We don’t have anyone right now. No new members have joined the team since last semester.

vii. Who evaluates their performance and scores them?

1. The advisor and the President and VP

viii. If they can’t dance, they can still be part of the production team and do behind the scenes work?

1. Yes.

d. Motion to reevaluate the budget for Computer Science Club- Tyree

e. Second- Mackenzie

f. They had all the help they could get, but still did not submit anything.

i. Split/Fails
g. Motion to reevaluate the budget for Psych Research Club- Mackenzie

h. Second- PJ

i. There is no distinction, and they had all the tools necessary to succeed.
i. Fails unanimously
j. ASTA

i. The programming- a professor to do a workshop and a band to come in for workshops.
ii. The issue was exclusivity. These classes and workshops are open to everyone.

1. Poster advertisements and handouts have been brought.

2. We’ve had the band here before, and 

iii. Conference Travel- high price for few people

1. Want to make this worthwhile for everyone. There is a handout booklet and it is brought back to the university to be used for the future.

2. Other materials are brought back as well, such as teaching tools.

iv. There is also an email from an admissions person.

1. Want a booth set up at the ASTA conference. There is a high chance that this will help increase enrollment.

v. In what way were we satisfied with Rogue Chimp and why would we bring the same people back?

1. They discuss many things taught in the music department. They want to include new instruments that weren’t here last year.

vi. Is the music professor from Mansfield?

1. He is from Ohio State

vii. If you had to rank your programming, how would you do so?
1. Rogue Chimp is the preference because of how much they have to offer.

viii. How many songs at the concert?

1. They played an hour and a half worth of songs.

ix. We (COF) have done our best to fund the most impactful events?

1. It is tough because of the airfare expenses and hotel expenses.

2. Everything that is brought back from the conference is incredibly valuable.

3. The advisor is not being funded.

4. Six people is the maximum.
5. The conference requires due to the national ASTA office.

6. We could send more people to local events.

x. Who typically goes?

1. We always try to take freshman with us. Two freshman are going here.

k. National Alliance of Saxophonists

i. The issue was that our constitution was not a conventional constitution.

ii. The constitution has been rewritten based on the guidelines provided by Alex.

iii. Membership was a large issue for us, but the way that your constitution is now laid out, it doesn’t seem like an issue.

iv. Is there anything specific that you would like to point out from your budget?

1. One guest per semester

2. Gas expenses

3. Performance travel expenses

4. Miscellaneous expenses such as reeds

v. Not an exclusive club
vi. Meetings take place during masterclasses, which is during class time

1. We have no problem with people coming to the meetings.

vii. Will there be an opportunity for appeal after the budget is reconsidered?
1. Generally speaking, probably not. There is an option to allocate funds next year.
l. Art & Design Guild

i. Apology for setting things up the way that they were done.

ii. Priorities- AIGA conference

1. Have not been to a conference in six years

2. This is the closest one that has been offered in a while

3. Lots to learn

iii. Priorities- Letter press and bookmaking workshop

1. It’s a dying art

iv. Priorities- want more hands-on workshops

v. Priorities- Guest speakers

vi. The town of Mansfield doesn’t have a lot to offer pertaining to art and culture.

vii. We are promoting our program and our school by traveling.

viii. Will start collaborating with the flashlight and some FYS classes
ix. Why have you not just used the existing form?

1. Worked really hard to put this together. Took over as treasurer then.

x. What about the second time you submitted a budget?

1. The treasurer messed up.

2. Should set up a meeting to meet with Alex to help make a “right” budget

xi. Rank priorities

m. WNTE

i. The issue with the budget was that there was no active recognition form and there was no roster or attendance record. There was a technological issue with the attendance record.
ii. What was the misunderstanding for the recognition form?
1. It was filled out and accidentally overlooked.

iii. Ranking
1. Programming

a. The webcasting and hosting fees are absolutely vital because it needs to be FCC regulated. Telephone fees as well.

b. The battle of the bands is lower on the priority list

2. Travel

a. Conference is very beneficial and helps keep the organization current and up to date, as well as promote Mansfield.

b. How can you justify this conference?

i. This conference in particular is vital to actual radio broadcasting. It is an essential part of the organization’s livelihood. It is also a more prestigious conference.

3. Capital

a. Event speakers- only one working speaker for DJ equipment.
b. Equipment cart is also a priority.
iv. Is there any underwriting from off-campus 

1. There are a few such as Penn Wells.
2. There have been agreements to get gift cards.
n. Motion to revisit the Dance Team Budget- PJ

o. Second- Devon

p. They did specify that it is open

i. Passes

q. Motion to revisit the ASTA budget- Mackenzie

r. Second-Devon

i. Passes

s. Motion to revisit The National Alliance of Saxophonists budget- PJ

t. Second-Mackenzie

i. Passes

u. Motion to revisit the Art and Design Guild budget-PJ

v. Second-Joe

w. They used a different format for both submissions. (did not fix the issue)
i. Fails
x. Motion to revisit the WNTE budget- Mackenzie
y. Second- Joe

z. They did not submit everything.
i. Fails
VII. Announcements
a. Keep your notes

VIII. Advisor Comments
IX. Public Comments
X. Adjournment
a. Motion to adjourn Mackenzie- 12:54 pm

b. Second- Joe
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