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Student Government Association’s
Committee on Finance

Meeting Minutes
February 17, 2015
I. Call to order
a. 11:31 am

II. Approval of Minutes

a. none

III. Attendance Report
a. Absent- John Burton, Joseph Turner, Jared Wiest, and Dr. McEvoy

IV. Committee Reports 

a. No reports

V. Old Business
a. We tabled the laser tag request

b. Other prices- $17,500; $19,295; $17,500

c. Motion to approve SGA’s request $14,500 for lasertag- PJ

d. Second- Jarell

i. How many T-shirts are being done?

ii. T-shirts are included for the first few people

iii. We obviously had some ethical controversy. Financially, this makes more sense. It is $4,000 cheaper for a better event. It’s a decent amount of savings to do this option.

iv. They will give us equipment for the weekend before as well as the weekend of spring fling

v. Everyone except Devon and Nancy were in the room for the previous meeting

vi. The previous conversation was about bringing Alex’s father in to do laser tag. It is done for Alex’s father’s business. No funds go to Alex. The ethics behind this was what this would look like to other students. PJ said to table it for next time. It doesn’t make sense to pay more for a worse event. We have three bids, which follow through with policy so there isn’t a question of ethics.

vii. Passes Unanimously

VI. New Business
a. Motion to approve SAFE for $3,725- PJ
b. Second- Mackenzie

i. It has been precedent to ask for reallocations before asking for allocations.

ii. We also just approved SGA for new money even though they have a high account

1. SGA has already allocated that money for the Belize trip

iii. How is this event working?

1. Any academic departments that participate in the event have a chance to win an ice cream social

iv. They have $14,000 in their current account. Why do they need so much money and why do they need 400 T-shirts?

v. We can deny it with the stipulation that they reallocate with money

c. Fails
d. Based on the first report for student activity fees, we have a shortfall of $43,000. $42,095.05 is the exact number.

e. It’s all based on total enrollment. This money will have to come out of the emergency account. Anything unused from this year’s budget will go back into the emergency account. Nancy’s thought is that we need to cover the $42,095.05 first, and we should earmark new numbers for the budget hearings for February 28.

f. That means we only have approximately $300,000 for student organizations because we budgeted for $1.5 million in the MOU. We would have to reduce programming and travel unless enrollment suddenly increases.
g. When we do budgets the 28th, we don’t know exactly how much money we have to use.

h. When you budget for next year, you budget based on projections. Nancy is referring to the freeze date when we know exactly how many students are attending the university. As of February 5, we know how many funds in student fees are for CCSI. We are now at a shortfall for money.

i. We can later allocate those funds. However, we won’t know how much we will have in the future. Our projections were higher than what we actually received.
j. “They are where they need to be with applications but deposits are not here.” We truly have no idea where we are for funds for next year. We probably have to budget low.

k. If we budget low and then enrollment is suddenly higher than expected, then people can come back and ask for more money once the year starts. Our SGA deals with more money than most other university’s student organizations.

l. 65 organizations came to the meeting and 2 others met separately with Alex, so we have 67 potential organizations that will be budgeting for next year.

m. They (Catholic Student Organizations) had everything in place to attend the conference, but then they backed out.

n. PJ thinks that they are trying to promote the events with food because their success in the past has not been.

o. Reallocations have been approved in the past. It is inconsistent to pick apart one and not another. Getting more information about this is important because we need diversified programs.

p. They (NAEA) are asking for two students and one advisor. That is quite a lot of money for three people. We are funding more than what we are supposed to for plane tickets. However, there is also almost $500 in fundraising.
q. We can always approve this for two students, and they need to be at $500 flights or less.

r. PJ found that the flights were way more expensive than what they budgeted for.
VII. Announcements
a. Mardi Gras Celebration until one downstairs.
b. We will make the groups on Thursday.

VIII. Advisor Comments
a. none

IX. Public Comments
a. none
X. Adjournment
a. Motion to adjourn @ 12:16- Mackenzie
b. Second- Jarell
